
12 Risks that threaten human civilisation – The case for a new risk category

in collaboration with:

This is an infographic based on the report “12 Risks that 
threaten human civilisation”. A report about a limited number 
of global risks that pose a threat to human civilisation, or 
even possibly to all human life. Full report can be downloaded 
at globalchallenges.org/globalrisks
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Extreme Climate Change

Threshold

New Category

Requires new
measures and tools

Normal Risks

Traditional measures
and tools applicable
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ALL
RISKS

can be addressed systematically 
with a risk-based approach

have thresholds that are important
to understand

and have important similarities
and differences

Each risk
has a dangerous “tail”, making them 
unique in their potential impact

has relevant connections with the 
others that are often ignored

General 
mitigation
and 
resilience

Total
short term
casualties

Civilisation collapse

General pre-risk 
collapse countermeasures

Post-risk collapse 
countermeasures

Post-collapse
external threats 
and risks 

Post-collapse
politics 
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technology 
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Long-term
reconstruction
probability 

Anthropic
effect 

Extinction 

Pre-risk 
rebuilding enablers 
(tech stores...) 

Social and 
ecosystem resilience 

Long term impact 

Post-risk 
politics

solving first risk improves second risk

both of the above

first risk worsens second risk
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Probability of reaching or exceeding the infinite threshold (%)
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0.0000001%
one in a
hundred
million

100%
one
in one

0.00001%
one
in ten
million

0.0001%
one
in a
million
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one in a
hundred
thousand
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one in
ten
thousand
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one
in a
thousand
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one
in a
hundred

10%
one
in ten

Probability of infinite impact (%)
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0.00003%
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1. Understanding 
    of sequence

degree of events from today’s
actions to infinite impact
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amount of data to make 
probability assessment on 
all relevant steps of the sequence
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2. Data 
    availability

3. Existing probability 
    estimation

Uncertainties
differ, requiring different actions

Probability
estimates surprisingly high
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Establishing a 
Global Risk and 
Opportunity 
Indicator to guide 
governance

Explore the 
possibility of 
establishing a  
Global Risk
Organization (GRO) 

9.

10.
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4.

3.

2.

1.

Encorauging appropriate
language to describe
extreme risks

Increasing the focus
on the probability
of extreme events

Including the
whole probability
distribution

Highlighting
early movers

Encouraging
visualisation
of complex
systems

Development of
early warning
systems

Better quality
risk assessment
for global
challenges

Global Challenges
leadership networks

The report’s essential aim is to inspire 
action and dialogue as well as an 
increased use of the methodologies 
used for risk assessment. 
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Super-volcano

Extreme 

Climate Change

Nuclear War

Ecological Catastrophe

Global SystemCollapse

Major Asteroid
Impact

Global Pandemic

Future BadGlobal Governance
UnknownConsequences

Artificial Intelligence

Nanotechnology

Synthetic Biology

www.globalchallenges.org/globalrisks
www.globalchallenges.org
http://www.fhi.ox.ac.uk
http://www.bwa-design.co.uk/en/index.php

